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1983 Chesapeake Bay Agreement

We recognize that the findings o
f

the Chesapeake Bay Program have shown a
n historical decline in the

living resources o
f

the Chesapeake Bay and that a cooperative approach is needed among the

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the State o
f

Maryland, the Commonwealths o
f

Pennsylvania

and Virginia, and the District o
f

Columbia (the States) to fully address the extent, complexity, and

sources o
f

pollutants entering the Bay. We further recognize that EPA and the States share the

responsibility

f
o
r

management decisions and resources regarding the high priority issues o
f

the

Chesapeake Bay.

Accordingly, the States and EPA agree to the following actions:

A Chesapeake Executive Council will b
e established which will meet a
t

least twice yearly to

assess and oversee the implementation o
f

coordinated plans to improve and protect the water

quality and living resources o
f

the Chesapeake Bay estuarine systems. The Council will consist o
f

the appropriate Cabinet designees o
f

the Governors and the Mayor o
f

the District o
f

Columbia and

the Regional Administrator o
f EPA. The Council will b
e initially chaired b
y EPA and will report

annually to signatories o
f

this Agreement

1
.

The Chesapeake Executive Council will establish a
n implementation committee o
f

agency

representatives who will meet a
s needed to coordinate technical matters and to coordinate the

development and evaluation o
f

management plans. The Council may appoint such e
x

officio

nonvoting members a
s deemed appropriate.

2
.

A liaison office for Chesapeake Bay activities will b
e established a
t

EPA's Central Regional

Laboratory in Annapolis, Maryland, to advise and support the Council and committee.

3
.

DATE: December 9
,

1983

SIGNERS:

For the Commonwealth o
f

Virginia -
- Charles S
.

Robb, Governor

For the State o
f

Maryland -
- Harry Hughes, Governor

For the Commonwealth o
f

Pennsylvania -
- Richard Thornburgh, Governor
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For the District o
f

Columbia -
- Marion Barry, Mayor

For the United States o
f

America -
- William Ruckleshaus, Administrator, Environmental Protection

Agency

Return to top o
f

this document

Return to Home

For more information, contact the Chesapeake Bay Program Office, 410 Severn Avenue, Suite 110,

Annapolis, MD 21403, Tel: (800) YOUR- BAY, Fax: (410) 267-5777.
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